Photovoltaics: Certification for the North
American market
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Cologne, June 21, 2018. Market Access to North America
for photovoltaic (PV) modules may follow the UL 61730
standard, which was published in December 2017. It will
replace ANSI/UL 1703 after a transitional period by the end
of 2019. "Harmonization with the requirements of IEC
61730 facilitates certification for the American market,"
explains Guido Volberg, Head of Technical Competence
Center PV Modules, TÜV Rheinland. Manufacturers no
longer need to provide separate sets of test samples for the
two different standards. "It will be easier, cheaper and
faster for our customers”, emphasizes the expert.
With this harmonization, PV modules can be tested in
accordance with IEC and, by application of a few additional
or modified tests, their conformity with the American
standard can be confirmed in parallel. "The UL 61730
standard stipulates, for example, a fire test," Volberg adds.
TÜV Rheinland offers these tests globally. Even before the
end of the transition period, it makes sense to prepare for
access to the North American market in this simplified way.
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TÜV Rheinland is a global leader in independent inspection
services, founded nearly 150 years ago. The group
maintains a worldwide presence of more than 20,000
people; annual turnover is EUR 2 billion. The independent
experts stand for quality and safety for people, technology
and the environment in nearly all aspects of life. TÜV
Rheinland inspects technical equipment, products and
services, oversees projects, and helps to shape processes
and information security for companies. Its experts train
people in a wide range of careers and industries. To this
end, TÜV Rheinland employs a global network of approved
labs, testing and education centers. Since 2006, TÜV
Rheinland has been a member of the United Nations Global
Compact to promote sustainability and combat corruption.
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